Shaul Bustan- Statement of Purpose

In a typical photograph of me at age three, my small ears are hiding under a set of big earphones. At age six, I persistently demanded that my parents allow me to study the guitar. In response they bought me a piano. Later that year, I began my studies at the conservatory in Beer – Sheva, where we then lived. It was explained to me that I was too young to study the guitar, and so I was introduced to my new mandolin instructor, a Russian immigrant, virtuoso violin player and gifted teacher. He welcomed me into the world of music. Although I studied with him for only two years, his support, encouragement and devotion to music profoundly influenced me. Throughout these years, I developed my budding musical intuition, learned to play the piano and other instruments, improvised and wrote music without instruction.  

At the age of fourteen, I lost my mother to cancer. I felt that I had instantaneously matured and wizened. Music became an inseparable part of my life, a way for me to express what I couldn’t in words.  My mother had been the main advocate for music in our home. Her death forced me to understand that music was important enough for me to pursue, even without her support and encouragement. It forced me to find my own musical path and believe in myself and my abilities. My mother, born in Israel to Iranian immigrants, grew up in a musical home. Her grandfather, Yoseph Israel Ha’kavod, was a musician in Iran. When Yoseph immigrated to Israel, he could not sustain his family as a musician and so became a road paver. Many years after my great-grandfather’s death, I found an old recording of him, playing music that he composed. I arranged part of his music for an ensemble, and assumed his part on the Persian lute, the tar. 

 During my high school years, I diligently honed my skills to become a virtuoso mandolin player. I was a leading musician in the city’s mandolin orchestra, lead guitarist in a rock band, and I wrote and arranged music for various school events. The program of my final recital in my senior year included compositions that I wrote for a mandolin quartet, and mandolin and piano. It also included an arrangement that I wrote and conducted for the Beer-Sheva Mandolin Orchestra of a piece by Astor Piazolla. It became apparent to me that I wanted to pursue a career in composition 

I began studying for my Bachelor’s Degree at the Faculty of Performing Arts in the Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance. There, I studied with the concertmaster of the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, Mr. Moti Schmidt. During my first year at the music academy, I met Dr. Michael Wolpe, Head of the Composition, Conducting and Music Theory Department at the Academy. In his class I was exposed to professional composing and with his encouragement I began my career as a young composer.  

After receiving my degree in the Performing Arts, I completed another Bachelor’s Degree in Composition. I have also completed a Master’s Degree under the tutelage of the composer and conductor, Mr. Ahron Harlap. Throughout the years I have come to realize that in addition to composition, I also hold a special affinity for orchestration, improvisation and conducting. It is vital for me as a composer to be exposed to the diversity of music. My interest in various musical styles and traditions is an inseparable part of my biography. My father’s parents are Romanian immigrants to Israel, my mother’s parents are from Iran and my musical education began with classical music arranged for the mandolin. This multicultural environment inspires me as a composer. Born in Israel, a melting pot of traditions and cultures, I face the challenge of finding my unique and ultimately contemporary western compositional voice, within the diversity. 

Over the years my compositions have been performed by The Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, The Israel Sinfonietta in Beer-Sheva, The Los Angeles Jewish Symphony, The Tirol Ensemble for New Music (Austria) and The Israeli “Meitar” Ensemble. I received The Chana Avni-Yador Award for Composition (2007), The Dvora Grossman Scholarship for Outstanding Musical Education (2005) and The Israel-America Foundation Scholarship for Mandolin and Composition (2001-2007). 

 Being a young composer and musician in Israel’s reality today demands a dynamic, creative, and active state of mind. Opportunities to teach, perform, compose and conduct often present themselves in unexpected ways, which require perseverance and creativity in order to be realized. I established and have been the director of a music center in a troubled neighborhood in Jerusalem for over seven years. As part of my work, I composed and produced a chamber opera for children, featuring the center’s amateur choir. For the past four years I have been the musical director and conductor of The Emek Hayarden Plectrum Ensemble in northern Israel. In addition, I teach mandolin, composition, music theory and music appreciation in various frameworks and conservatories throughout the country. My students have enabled me to constantly renew my love for music through their fresh eyes and to listen more carefully to my musical choices in my own composition and in the canonic composers and pieces I choose to share with them. 
Now, after 10 years despite my doing in Israel I would like an opportunity to focus on composition, develop my personal compositional language and learn more about the art outside of Israel. I wish to enhance my musicianship through meeting and connecting with musicians and artists particular in Germany. Generally, the research that I want to make by living in Germany is about the combination of new complexity writing and improvisation with elements from non Western cultures. In particular, my first plan is to write and produce a dramatic opera with German young artists, writers, actors, players and singers. My music will combines unconventional instruments, orchestral instruments and Middle East instruments with a German lyrics. My second plan is to bring the Jewish and Israeli contemporary music together with German contemporary music to the audience by conduct, compose and produce concerts in Germany.

What makes me suitable for this is my unyielding diligence, motivation and curiosity, and my ability to enable others, as a teacher, to realize their musical talent. Furthermore, as a conductor and producer, I would be interested in participating in various productions.

Thank you in advance,

Shaul Bustan

