Shaul Bustan - Biography

Multi - talented Composer, Conductor, and teacher, only twenty-eight already behind a rich biography which includes writing music for the most important orchestras and ensembles in Israel, establishment of a conservatory in a distress neighborhood in Jerusalem, performing on Israel important stages and more. 

His music has been performed by the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra, the Israeli Chamber Orchestra, Los Angeles Jewish Symphony (USA), the Tiroler Ensemble für Neue Musik - Innsbruck (Austria), Musica Nova Ensemble (Israel), Meitar Ensemble (Israel) and more. These performances and other live concerts have been recorded and broadcasted on the classical radio station "the voice of music" as well as on Israeli television. 

In April 2008 Bustan conducted the premiere of his opera and was received with high acclaim. Among the music groups he played with are: The Israeli Sinfonietta Beer-Sheva, the Haifa Symphony Orchestra, Kaprizma Ensemble and more. His playing has also been recorded and broadcasted. 

Bustan teaches composition, and music appreciation, and conducts the Emek Hayarden Ensemble. He is the founder and musical director of the Gonenim Music Center (since 2003). Since 2010 he began giving lectures at the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Division for External Studies of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem and more.
Bustan received a Master's degree in Composition, Conducting and Mandolin Performance from the Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance. Among his teachers were violinist Motti Smidt, composer Haim Permont, and conductor Aharon Harlap. 


He won the Chana Avni-Yaddor's Composition Competition (2007-2008), the 2005/6 Deborah Grossman Award for Excellence in Music Education, and was awarded scholarships from the America-Israel Cultural Foundation for his compositions and Mandolin playing since 2002.

Selected Commissions

2010, The Raanana Symphonette Orchestra (Israel) - Low level floating - A Tribute to the Righteous among the Nations
2009, The Israeli music holiday and Meitar Ensemble (Israel) - Songs for Ilil - lyrics by Shaul Tchernichovsky

2008, The Gonenim Music Center and Sounds in the Desert Festival (Israel) - The Story of the note G - Chamber Opera

2006, Sounds in the Desert Festival (Israel) - Kaddish (prayer for the dead) - Symphony orchestra 

2006, The Israeli music holiday and Jacob Reuven (Israel) - Mandolin quintet 

2005, Tiroler Ensemble für Neue Musik, (Austria) - Choral & Dance - Accordion Octet  

2005, Musica Nova Ensemble (Israel) - The Beginning of Silence - lyrics by Dahlia Ravikovitch

Selected Compositions Performances

9 September 2010, Festival Manofim Jerusalem (Jerusalem, Israel) - Bustan, Refua, Kerner - Endless Sea (premiere)

16 June 2010, Beit Avi Chai (Jerusalem, Israel) - Liraz Charchi, Avgar Group - Persian Folk Story (premiere)

19 May 2010, Ein-Hod Festival (Ein-Hod, Israel) - Avgar Group - The story of the note G (Opera)

20  April  2010,  The Jerusalem music center  (Jerusalem, Israel) - Bustan, Tevel, Avgar Group - Concerto for Mandolin and Accordion (premiere)
7 January 2009, The Jerusalem Khan Theatre (Jerusalem, Israel)  - Avgar Group - The story of the note G (Opera)
27 December 2008, Sounds in the Desert Festival (Sde-Boker, Israel) - Avgar Group - The story of the note G (Opera)
15 July 2007, Ford Theater (Los Angeles – California USA) -The Los Angeles Jewish Symphony - Persian Folk Songs.
27 November 2006, ORF Kulturhaus Tirol (Innsbruck, Austria) - Tiroler Ensemble für Neue Musik - Accordion Octet (premiere)
Selected Performances
5 February 2011, Rosengarten (Mannheim, Germany) - Mandolin Dou - Mandolin soloist (Calace, Bartók)
1 January 2011, Levontin 7 (Tel-Aviv, Israel) - Elkana (composer) - playing the Mandolin (contemporary)
9 September 2010, Festival Manofim Jerusalem (Jerusalem, Israel)  - Bustan: Endless Sea - Playing the Tar (Persian lute)
16 June 2010, Beit Avi Chai (Jerusalem, Israel) - Liraz Charchi, Avgar Group – Bustan: Persian Story – Playing Tar (Persian lute) and conducting
19 May 2010, Ein-Hod Festival (Ein-Hod, Israel) - Avgar Group - Bustan:  the story of the note G (Opera) – Conducting
20 April 2010, The Jerusalem music center  (Jerusalem, Israel) - Avgar Group - Bustan, Wollpe, Harlp - Mandolin solo and conducting
December 2009, Sounds in the Desert Festival (Sde-Boker, Israel) - The Beer-Sheva Symphonietta orchestra (Israel) - Levi and Mhierzade - Mandolin soloist (contemporary)
16 August 2009, Levontin 7 (Tel-Aviv, Israel) - Improvising concert with Odaia Nini - Playing the Mandolin (contemporary improvisation)
11 September 2008, The Haifa Theatre (Haifa, Israel) - The Haifa Symphony Orchestra (Israel) – Vivaldi: Concerto - Mandolin soloist
December 2006, Sounds in the Desert Festival (Sde-Boker, Israel) - The Beer-Sheva Symphonietta orchestra (Israel) – Boskovich - Playing the Mandolin
1 January 2005, Tel Aviv Museum of Art (Tel Aviv, Israel) - The Aviv Competitions 2004 – Mandolin Recital
December 2004, Sounds in the Desert Festival (Sde-Boker, Israel) - The Beer-Sheva Symphonietta orchestra (Israel) - Ben-Haim: Sonata - Mandolin soloist
30 April 2004, The Ein Kerem Music Center (Jerusalem, Israel) - The Excellence series - Mandolin Recital (live broadcast at the radio)
March 2003, The Jerusalem Theatre (Jerusalem, Israel) - Kaprizma Ensemble – Hajdu - Playing the Mandolin (contemporary)
2002, several concert halls in Israel - The Israeli Stage Orchestra – series of concerts - Mandolin soloist (Vivaldi, De faia and more)
